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OUR VIS ION IS  TO HELP PEOPLE IN 500 UNREACHED 

LANGUAGE GROUPS BECOME FOLLOWERS OF CHRIST IN  

A  GROWING COMMUNITY OF FAITH BY THE YEAR 2025 .

A GOOD STORY  
IN THE MAKING

TWO WAYS TO GIVE:    ONLINE |  Give.cru.org/2817474   BY CHECK  |  Made payable to Cru and mailed in enclosed envelope

EVERYONE LOVES A GOOD STORY. Jesus knew it. 

He didn’t engage in debates to convince people to believe in 

God. Instead, He told STORIES about people whose lives were 

changed—so they could listen and identify, without feeling 

confronted and condemned. He KNEW the power of a good story!  

And THIS is why the development of oral Bible stories is at the 

HEART of our School of Storying. But what does this process of 

story development actually look like?

BIBL ICALLY  ACCURATE

For example, in Southeast Asia, on a SOS project in a 

language without a Bible, we discovered there are two 

possible words for “spirit”. After learning that we had 
wrongly used the word that refers to the spirit of a dead 

person, we knew we needed to use the other word for 

“spirit”. Ensuring we use the right words in the local 

language to convey the meaning of the Biblical text 

accurately can be a tedious process of discovery. But it’s 

a crucial step that we must always take!

ORALLY

REPRODUCIBLE

It’s important that we keep 

our stories short enough to be 

easily learned and retold. Each 

Bible story is no more than two 

to three minutes long.

In a workshop setting, via 

translators, a StoryRunners 

team coaches speakers of 

the local language as they 

develop the stories in their 

own language. Our goal is to 

always ensure that our stories 

are “BONA-fide”: Biblically 

Accurate, Orally reproducible, 

Naturally told and Appropriate 

to the culture. 

August 20-25, 2017

March 11-16, 2018

More than 20 people 

participated in our 

recently concluded 

2017 Orlando School 

of Storying. It turned 

out to be a highly 

engaging and life-

changing experience 

for all. If you would 

like to join our next 

School of Storying, 

check out: 

storyrunners.org/

attend-the-orlando-

school-of-storying 

and learn how you 

too can be an 

effective storyteller 

using God’s Word. 

His stories change 

lives! 

COMING
UP

MARCH 2017



APPROPRIATE  TO  THE  CULTURE

Some words have special meaning in the culture. In the 

Fulfulde Borgu language, the word used for the oil that 

Samuel pours on David’s head when he anoints David 

as the king of Israel is the same word used to describe 

the special oil, derived from milk, used to anoint chiefs. 

The  Fulfulde really connect with this detail in the story 

(not to mention that David was a shepherd, and they 

are nomadic people). The use of this word is a simple 

but powerful detail that can help people connect to the 

gospel through their culture.

NATURALLY  TOLD

In local languages, there are often natural storytelling 
styles, including, for example, culturally appropriate 

ways to introduce stories and characters as well as  

the “pause” time for transitioning between stories—all 

of which make the story easier to retell. In the Anufo 

language in Togo, one SOS workshop participant always 

began his story by saying “My story flies and flies and 
lands on”, and he finished his introduction with the name 
of the main character. Part of the process of developing 

Bible stories includes finding those cultural nuances to 
ensure that the stories sound natural in that language.

Every SOS trainer will quickly tell you how exciting and rewarding 

it is to see local participants develop and tell these stories in their 

own language. Relationships grow as they see cultural barriers fall 

because of the bridges the Holy Spirit builds through His Word.  

It’s what makes saying goodbye at the end of each mission trip 

so difficult for both our trainers and the participants. But before 
any of this can happen, we must do the hard work of making sure 

WHAT ARE YOU DOING 
THIS SUMMER?

If you are 18-24 years old, join us for a fun-filled 10-

days camping and hiking in the Rocky Mountains 

as we reach out to other hikers by sharing 

Bible stories to spark spiritual conversations. 

Learn how to tell your story, how to listen to 

another person’s story, and how to tell God’s 

story. 

July 25 - August 3, 2017
 
Get more information and apply at:

storyrunners.org/summer-projects.

COMING
UP

the stories are “BONA-fide”.  When they are, we can celebrate—

because we know the stories that we leave with each group 

are going to be effective, powerful tools for evangelism and for 
growing communities of faith. 

Thank you for partnering with us in taking these life-changing stories 

to those who have never heard them!


